
Talking	Points	for	Sanctuary-Supporting	Congregational	Votes	
	

Background		
	
The	SpringHouse	Sanctuary	Task	Force	emerged	out	of	conversations	that	started	in	December	of	2016	
in	response	to	the	election.	It	began	meeting	formally	after	representatives	from	all	three	churches	
were	appointed	to	serve	on	it.	
	
All	three	congregations’	Councils/Boards	met	to	consider	the	proposal	that	we,	collectively,	enter	into	a	
discernment	process	about	whether	SpringHouse	and	its	member	congregations	would	be	sanctuary,	
sanctuary-supporting	or	neither.	All	three	Councils/Boards	supported	this	discernment	process	to	last	
from	February	2017	through	April/May	of	2017	with	a	vote	to	be	taken	on	a	recommendation	from	the	
SpringHouse	Sanctuary	Task	Force	by	all	three	congregations	at	the	end	of	the	discernment	process	
	
In	order	to	facilitate	the	discernment	process,	three	educational/listening	sessions	were	scheduled	to	
cover	Theological	Groundings	of	Sanctuary,	Legal	Questions	and	Ramifications	of	Sanctuary	and	
Logistical	Questions	surrounding	Sanctuary.	In	addition,	members	of	the	SpringHouse	Sanctuary	Task	
Force	researched	questions	of	insurance,	attended	several	ISAIAH	Sanctuary	trainings	and	meetings,	
attended	Navigate	Minnesota’s	training	on	ICE	intervention/immigrant	support,	met	with	members	of	
the	Kitchen	Committee,	shared	personal	stories	from	our	own	experiences	with	supporting	immigrant	
families	and	talked	with	immigrant	justice	organizations	(such	as	MIRAC,	Navigate	Minnesota	and	
Mijente)	to	determine	what	both	the	needs	from	undocumented	folks	are	and	what	SpringHouse’s	
capacity	is.	
	
Based	on	all	the	information	we	gathered	from	the	above,	we	made	the	following	proposal	and	included	
future	work	and	implications:	
	
Proposal	
	
Given	this	background	and	discernment,	the	SpringHouse	Sanctuary	Task	Force	recommends	that	each	
congregation	and	SpringHouse	vote	to	become	Sanctuary-supporting.	
	
By	Sanctuary-supporting	we	mean	that	we	will	provide	material,	spiritual	and	emotional	support	to	a	
partner	congregation	that	has	voted	to	be	sanctuary	should	the	need	arise.	Additionally,	this	will	be	a	
public	stance.	
	
Future	Work	and	Implications	
	
The	SpringHouse	Sanctuary	Task	Force	will	continue	to	meet	for	4-6	months	and	is	exploring	additional	
ways	for	SpringHouse	and	its	member	churches	to	witness	to	immigrant	justice	through	a	solidarity	lens.	
In	particular,	each	congregation	is	exploring	its	denomination’s	“Immigrant	Welcoming”	processes	and	
other	avenues	to	act	in	solidarity	with	immigrants	and	immigrant	families	facing	the	harsh	and	
significant	consequences	of	the	current	immigration	policies	in	the	US.		
	
The	below	is	one	example	of	such	solidarity	work	that	might	be	engaged.	
	
	



	



	
	
	
	

	



	
	
	
	



Talking	Points:	
	

• Across	the	US,	there	are	only	9	people	who	have	taken	sanctuary	in	a	religious	community.	
Sanctuary	is	not	the	stated	need	from	the	immigrant	justice	community.	Instead,	the	ask	is	for	
other	forms	of	solidarity.	

• Being	publicly	identified	as	Sanctuary-Supporting	is	being	used	as	a	co-equal	status	for	sanctuary	
justice	by	ISAIAH	and	other	immigrant	justice	efforts.	

• We	determined	that	there	did	not	exist	the	human	capacity/time/energy	to	support	someone	in	
sanctuary	housed	within	SpringHouse	with	any	degree	of	reliability	and	integrity.	

	


