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Why	Do	You	Give?		
								Stewardship	as	a	Spiritual	Discipline	
 
"Why Do You Give" is the theme of this year's stewardship campaign, which 
culminates on Commitment Sunday, November 6. Each week during worship, FCC 
members, including Anna Bliss, Elaine Tucker and others, have been sharing their 
very personal reasons for giving to the church.   
 
A special feature of this year's stewardship focus 
is a devotional booklet that has been provided to 
every FCC family.  This booklet, newly published 
by Chalice Press, has 29 daily meditations that 
ground stewardship as a spiritual discipline and 
life practice in response to a generous God.   
 
The meditations are written by Bruce Barkhauer 
who was appointed in 2010 as Minister for Faith 
and Giving for the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ).     
 
Devotional booklets are the norm for Lent and 
Advent, but, as Barkhalter says of the devotions 
in "Community of Prayer": 
 
    If we want to be a full partner in the unfolding 
   Realm of God around us, we cannot come to the 
   moment of commitment with our best without 
   being grounded in an understanding of  
   stewardship. 
 
Burkhalter also writes, " We understand that stewardship is about more than money.  It 
is about the faithful management of all of the resources and gifts that come into our 
lives, including, but not limited to, the care for the earth; the observance of Sabbath; 
care for ourselves; care for the Gospel; and the care for our material goods and 
possessions. " 
 
Making a stewardship commitment involves self-reflection, discernment and prayer.  
Hopefully, by providing this booklet to every household, all of us can be involved 
together in prayer for First Christian and the work that we do together. 
 
The pledge drive started on October 9.  Pledge and Time & Talent cards will be mailed 
out soon.   
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W hy D o  Y ou  G i v e?  
This is the theme of our Stewardship Campaign  
this year and every week in worship a member  
of the congregation is sharing with us their answer to this question.  We also 
have devotion booklets for you to use daily at home as you discern why it is that 
you give or why it is that you don’t give.  We hope that all of us will prayerfully 
approach our Stewardship Sunday, November 6th, the day that we will offer our 
2017 Time and Talent cards and Pledge Cards.   
    The question though is a question that we should be asking ourselves all year 
long.  Why is it that we are compelled to place money into the offering plate 
when it passes in front of us on Sunday mornings? Why is it that we find 
ourselves writing a check in support of a Mission Trip, Food Pantry, Shelter, 
etc.?  What is it about sending youth to camp that causes us to pay for a 
scholarship?  What is it about the Grace Offerings that find us bringing all of our 
spare change to worship?  Why do we give?   
     I pray that the reason we give is a response to the grace that God showers 
upon us all.  That is always a good answer and one that I say every year at 
Stewardship time.  There is no way to “repay” God for all that we have received 
but for many of us that is our reason for giving.  Our need to give is deeper than 
that though.  It is in our giving that we acknowledge that the desire for material 
items and money do not control us and allows us to place God at the center of 
our lives over and over and over again.  Our need to give is a way for us to offer 
to God the best of what we have whether it is time, talent or money.  Our giving 
is a part of worshiping God and reminding ourselves that we are not God.   
     As a church we have a budget that is determined solely on what the members 
pledge for the coming year.  In other words we are dependent upon our reasons 
and needs for the giving of our offerings.  It is always awkward to remind you 
that our gifts are to God but those gifts make up our church budget.  It is only 
through the gifts that we give that we are able to carry out the ministries that God 
calls us to.  It is only through the gifts that we give that we are able to have 
worship where we gather to worship God together.  It is only through the gifts 
that we give that we are able to serve at Feed My Starving Children, Avenues for 
Homeless Youth, The Bridge, Simpson Shelter, St. Stephen’s Shelter, Dignity 
Center, Emergency Community Services and Groveland Food Shelf, to name a 
few.  And yes, it is only through the gifts that we give that we are able to have 
pastors and church staff.   
    Why Do You Give?  Our varied answers to this question are vitally important 
individually and as a community of faith.  Please prayerfully consider what you 
will offer back to God through First Christian Church for 2017.   Your gifts of 
Time, Talent and Money will always be used wisely and with a deep sense and 
longing to do ministries to which God calls us.   Be looking for a letter and 
pledge cards to arrive in your mail over the next several weeks.  I hope you will 
join me in offering gifts and rejoicing as God continues to call First Christian to 
offer ministries and share gifts with our local community and the world!  Much 
peace and love, Laurie

 
        In Our Prayers 
 
Prayers for Joy 
For all the ministers in the 

FCC faith family whose 
lives and work we 
celebrate  

For former pastor Tom 
and Ann Shifflet who 
visited us recently, as 
well as Lu Xiang's 
mother visiting from 
China 

 
Prayers for Concern 
For Tom Curry's mother 
For Dean Creighton's 
    father 
For Deb Murphy's aunt 
For Pastor Rhonda's 

husband Bob 
 For Lu Griffin 
For all our homebound 

members, including 
  Fern Risinger and Mary 

Lou Cain 
 
Prayers for the World 
For the people Haiti, 

Cuba, the Bahamas, and 
Southeastern United 
States whose lives have 
been threatened by 
recent hurricanes 

 

	

	A	message	from	
							Pastor	Laurie	
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Mental	health	is	focus	of	second	Voices	conference		

Rev. Sarah Griffith Lund, currently Vice President for 
Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis, will 
keynote the second Voices conference on November 
11-12 at SpringHouse Ministry Center.  The 
conference topic is "Mental Health and the Faith 
Community's Response" and will focus on how to 
address the people in our community (1 in 5 
Americans) who are stigmatized, feared and shunned 
because of mental health conditions.  The goal is to 

help faith communities become safe havens where those struggling with 
mental heal issues will feel welcomed loved and cared for.   
 
Clergy, health care professionals, and lay people from SpringHouse and 
other congregations are all welcome to attend this conference, which, 
thanks to the generous underwriting of FCC's Wholeness Fund, costs only 
$25 or $15 for one day only.   
 
Registration opens at 5:30 pm on Friday, November 11.  Rev. Dr. Lund's 
opening keynote, "Telling Her Story," will be at 7 pm.  She will give a 
second keynote on Saturday, November 12, at 8:30 am titled "Five Myths" 
with feedback time after.  Local mental health care experts and 
community partners will lead large and small group sessions on Saturday, 
and the final address by Rev. Lund will be at 2:15 pm on Saturday 
afternoon.  
 
Rev. Lund will be the guest preacher at FCC on Sunday, November 13.   
 
Contact Pastor Dan Adolphson at dan.adolphson@fccmpls.org for more 
information.  Registration can be done online at 
fccminneapolis.org/voices. 

 

Five	Wholeness	Fund	grants	approved	
The Wholeness Fund, with the approval of FCC Trustees and the General 
Board, have granted five recent funding requests: 
1) $5,000 per year for three years to Whittier International School's 

"Sheridan Story" program 
2) $1,000 per year for three years to Q Quest Youth Fest, an annual two 

day event for LGBTQ and Allies in the metropolitan area 
3) $1,200 to FCC's Mission and Outreach Team for community meals 

between September 2016 and August 2017   
4) $8,350 for the Voices May 2017 conference on "LGBTQ Inclusion in 

the Church" 
5) $10,000 to The Civil Society for their "Super Bowl Project" to combat 

sex trafficking in Minneapolis during the Super Bowl  
 
The Wholeness Fund is underwritten by interest generated from funds 
FCC invested with Christian Church Foundation.   

Thirteen members and staff 
attended the September 20 
regular meeting of FCC's 
General Board.  Highlights of 
the meeting include the 
following: 
 
• The board approved five grant 
requests from the Wholeness 
Fund.  (See article on this page 
for more information.) 
 
• A Nominating Committee to 
fill diaconate, elder and trustee 
positions for 2017 is being 
formed. 
 
• Volunteers are still needed to 
teach two-week Sunday School 
lessons.   
 
• Trustee Skip Wolverton 
distributed and reviewed an 
updated repot on all of FCC's 
funds.   
 
• The SpringHouse Building 
Committee is giving training in 
using the air conditioning and 
heating controls.   
 
• Skip Wolverton reviewed the 
August Treasurer's Report.  
August pledge income was 
$17,673, which is $1631 over 
the monthly budget expectation. 
 
• Pastor Laurie is spending 
Mondays at Luther Library 
working on her thesis, although 
she still does needed pastoral 
work and church business on 
those days.  Volunteers are still 
needed for The Sheridan Story 
project.     
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Sunday Morning Schedule 

9:00 Spiritual Formation Classes 
10:30 Worship    
11:45 Fellowship Time in Gathering Space 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

1 
 

2 
8 am Narrative 

Lectionary Bible 
Study  

6 30 Handbells 
7:45 Choir 

3 
9 am  Ecumenical 

women’s  
  ministry 

 

4 
 

5 
9 am Men’s Bible 

Study   
10 am Social 

Justice Arts 
Festival 

 
6 
South Sanctuary 

Stewardship 
Sunday  

Noon Child 
Ministries Mtg 

7 
3 pm Carter 

Circle @ 
SpringHouse 

8 
ELECTION 

DAY  

 
7 pm SHMC 
Finance 

9 
8 am Narrative 

Lectionary Bible 
Study  

10:30 am Staff Mtg 
2 pm Mission and 

Outreach Comm. 
Meeting  

5:30 Finance Mtg 
6 30 Handbells 
7:45 Choir 

10 
9 am  Ecumenical 

women’s  
  ministry 
7 pm Pastor 

Laurie PRC 

11 
 
 
 
VOICES  
Conference 
5:30 to 9 pm 

12 
9 am Men’s Bible 

Study  
 

VOICES 
Conference  
7:45 am  
to 3:30 pm 

 

13  
South Sanctuary  
Noon – SHMC 
Green Team  
Noon – Youth 
Advisory Team 

14  
7 pm – 

Covenant 
Revision Mtg 

 

15  
4 pm Chef Amy 

Dessert Class 
 
6 pm Worship 

Team  
7 pm FCC 

Board 

16 
8 am Narrative 

Lectionary Bible 
Study 

6 30 Handbells 
7:45 Choir 

17 
9 am Ecumenical 

women’s  
   ministry  
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
9 am Men’s Bible 

Study 
 
 
 

20 
South Sanctuary 

Thanksgiving 
Sunday 

9 am 
Intergenerational 
Sunday School 
11:45 Potluck   
5:00 Elders 

 

21  
10 am 
SpringHouse 
Moving Day 
 
6:45 SH 
Building 
Committee 
 

22  
4 pm Chef Amy 

Dessert Class 
 

23 
8 am Narrative 

Lectionary Bible 
Study 

6 30 Handbells 
7:45 Choir 
 

24  

 

25 
 

26 
9 am Men’s Bible 

Study  
 
 

27 
North Sanctuary 
1st Sunday of 
Advent  
 
SHMC Advent 
Festival 

28  
 
 
 
 
 

29 30 
8 am Narrative 

Lectionary Bible 
Study 

6 30 Handbells 
7:45 Choir 

   
 

 Elders Worship 
Leader 

Children’s 
Moment 

Diaconate Bus Drivers 

November 6 Martha Harris 
Tom Curry 

Alison 
Creighton 

Deb Murphy A.Hesano  
Mary Hurlocker 
Max Hurlocker 
P. Kinney  
E. Tucker  
B. Whitaker  
G. Madsen 

Garry Hesser 
612.721.4905 

November 13 
 

Ann Wolverton 
Jay Hillestad  

Robin Hesser Dan Adolphson Mike Hesano 
 651-645-6758 

November 20 Barb Creighton 
Dean Creiighton 

Bryan Feille Laurie Feille 
 

Mike Morgan 
612.926-9834 

November 27 Lu Griffin  
Mike Hesano  

Julie Andrix Deb Murphy Garry Hesser 
612.721.4905 

          Note: Please call drivers by Saturday for Sunday bus ride 



 
Nicaragua	trip	fundraiser	lunch	coming	Oct.	30 
Everyone at SpringHouse is invited to the first Nicaragua Servant Trip 
soup and salad meal on Sunday October 30 following the 10:30 am 
worship services.  Proceeds will help fund the trip.   

 
SparkHouse	Book	Fair	in	Gathering	Space	
Looking for that perfect Christmas gift for your kids or grandkids?  
Stop by the Gathering Space on October 30 and November 6 to order 
some great faith-filled books 
and videos for your kids.  The 
book fair, sponsored by 
Sparkhouse Family, will feature 
a wide variety of new resources 
based on the Spark Story Bible.  
Save up to 40% plus free 
shipping on all book fair titles.    

 
Dios	de	los	Muertos	Sunday	School	event	coming	

The first SpringHouse 
intergenerational event for 
2016 will be Sunday, 
October 30 from 9:15 to 
10:15 am in the Gathering 
Space.  Everyone is invited 
to celebrate Dias de los 
Muertos (Day of the Dead) 
and learn about this 
meaningful Mexican 
Catholic tradition and go 

beyond the sugar skull and pretty costumes.  Like our own All Saints 
tradition, this is a day to celebrate the lives of loved ones who have 
died.  One Dia de los Muertos tradition is to eat a favorite food of the 
loved ones we are celebrating.  Consider bringing a dish to share so that 
we can fill the table with dishes of those who have left us wilth 
wonderful memories.  There will be crafts, sharing lighting of candles, 
setting of altars, fun and food.   
 
Call	for	fabric	for	special	SH	youth	project 
Two of our youth (Ava and Solveig) have a special project in mind, but 
they need your help. They need scraps of fabric - various sizes and 
shapes work, but the smallest should be approximately 4"x4". This 
doesn't need to come from a sewing or quilting project. If you have a 
piece of clothing that you are considering throwing out because of a 
stain, cut a portion of the shirt for its fabric. No polar fleece, please. 
 
Deb Murphy has agreed to collect the fabric for them, so you can drop 
it by the office or give it to her after worship on a Sunday. 
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The September meeting of the 
SpringHouse board was 
September 22, with 14 people in 
attendance.  Highlight from the 
minutes include the following: 

 
• The 2017 operating budget 

process is underway with 
committees submitting budgets 
this month. Funding for tuck 
pointing and stained glass repair 
will be included in the budget.   

 
• The board discussed the process 

related to the Memorial Garden 
task force. The task force will 
bring a recommendation to the 
October SH board meeting. 

 
• A committee is working on a 

review and possible revisions of 
the SH Covenant.  Another 
committee is working on a 
second version of the Safe 
Church Policy. 

 
• The role and function of kitchen 

oversight is continuing to be 
clarified.   

 
• Pastor Ashley Harness updated 

the board on Lyndale's 
involvement in racial justice 
endeavors with a "Sacred 
Solidarity Network" of 
predominantly white 
congregations.   

 
• Pastor Harness also led a 

discussion related to "living into 
our space" at SH after almost 5 
years.  Each congregation is 
invited to reflect on how it sees 
the quality, functioning and 
attractiveness of SH.   

SpringHouse	
Board	Notes	

Page	5	



 

Sundays	at	First	Christian	Church	
Worship	at	10:30	

Before	Worship:		 	 	 	 After	Worship	
Spiritual	Formation	Classes:		 	 	 11:45	Fellowship	Time		
		9:00		Hearthstone	Class,	 	 	 		
		9:15	Children’s	Classes;	
	9:30	SH	Joint	Adult	Class	
 

Scripture	Reading	for	
Sunday,	October	23	
2	Samuel	7:	1-17	
 

 
 
 

  
	

	

		Reflections	on	the	Word	
2 Samuel 7: 13: "He shall build 
a house for my name and I will 
establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever."  
God is creating a new covenant 
with David in this chapter.  God 
will leave it to David's 
descendent to build a temple, 
but promises David a kingdom 
from which God's steadfast love 
will not depart as it did from 
Saul.  David does not have to 
build a house for God; gifts and 
grace do not come as a reward.  
God of Love, Show us how to 
live as your children in your 
holy and blessed realm. Amen.  
 
By Sarah Koenig, Seattle Pacific 
University 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
OF MINNEAPOLIS 

(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 
610 W. 28th Street 

Minneapolis, MN  55408 

A	Welcoming	Community	of	Faith	in	the	
Heart	of	the	City	
Ministry Team 

Dan Adolphson, Associate Pastor 
     dan.adolphson@fccmpls.org 
Julia Andrix, Faith Community Nurse 
    fcn@mpls.org 
Rick Bowman, SHMC Building Manager 
Serena Chial, Nursery Attendant 
Adam Contad, Music Director 
 Pamela Cook SHMC Director Youth   
   Director 
Laurie Pound Feille, Senior Minister 

pastor@fccmpls.org 
Yunyue Liu, Keyboardist 
Martha Harris, Courier Editor 
Deb Murphy, Office Manager and Director  
   of Spiritual Formation for Children &  
   Youth; deb.murphy@fccmpls.org &  
 SHMC Building Use Coordinator,    
    events_SHMC@fccmpls.org 
Office Telephone: 612.870.1868 
www.fccminneapolis.org 
E-Mail: office@fccminneapolis.org 
Items for next Courier needed by 
Monday, November 7.   
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is	a	partner	church	at	SpringHouse	Ministry	Center	
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